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Directed by Peter Godfrey 
Screen Play by Francis Swann and Edmund Joseph 


ALAN HALE 


Adapted by Richard Weil 


From a Play by Harvey J. O'Higgins and Harriet Ford 


A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 


“MAKE YOUR OWN BE 
DEPARTMENT STORE CONTEST 


Both title and story suggest a contest which can be rich in humor and human in- 
terest. “Make Your Own Bed” is concerned with the servant shortage —a problem 
certain to ring the bell for everyone who's lost his domestic help to the war effort. (And 
who hasn’t?) It’s a contest that can be worked with single entrants or — for added inter- 
est — with couples (either a man and woman or two men and two women). 3 


IT SCORES THREE WAYS: 


1. Newspaper will cover it as human interest feature 


2. Additional advance coverage can be gained through use of department store’s media and 
direct mail list : 


3. Radio coverage with on-scene interview for winner for Vox Pop angle 


HERE’S HOW _IT WORKS: 


3 Weeks in Advance: See advertising director of local department store and arrange for contest to be held in 
Furniture or Home Furnishing Department to coincide with your playdate. War Bonds and guest tickets can be offered as prizes. 


2 Weeks in Advance: Prepare placards or window stickers for general distribution throughout local stores, or 
print as giveaways, package inserts and program heralds, with copy as follows: 


HOW FAST DO YOU “MAKE YOUR OWN BED?” 


Now you have a chance to find out—and incidentally, to win some prizes! 
All you have to do is to “Make Your Own Bed” in a contest to be held on (Date) at 
the (Name of Store) at (Time of Day). If you finish first, a ($ ) War Bond is yours! 


In case of tie, best 25-word or less letter on “Why I Want to See ‘Make Your Own 
Bed,’ ” will win. 


Runners-up will receive guest tickets for the opening of “Make Your Own Bed,” 
starring Jack Carson, Jane Wyman and Irene Manning at the Strand Theatre on (Date). 
For entry blanks consult: The Manager, Strand Theatre. 


Print or mimeograph a sufficient quantity of Entry blanks allowing space for a 25-word or less letter stating why the applicant 
wants to see “Make Your Own Bed.” 


1 Week in Advamce: Make your newspaper and radio station contacts to insure proper coverage. 


l Day Before: Spot 2 or 3 pretty girls in busy localities to act as Inquiring Reporters, asking this question: “Has the 


war made it necessary for you to make your own bed?” They should also distribute the above herald. 


Current: Make an interesting lobby display of newspaper stories on contest (see Page 6 in this pressbook). 


HERE’S HOW TO REACH THE YOUNGSTERS— 


These days a great many mothers who've taken war 
jobs would welcome a helping hand around the house 
to lighten their heavy schedule. Therefore—this con- 
test. It should help to make home duties a lot of fun 
for the youngsters—and incidentally, should initiate 
a lot of help for Mother. Here’s what to do: 


1) Print the required number of charts (as illustrated here). 


Full Mat size is 7}/g” x 11”. 


2) 2 Weeks in Advence: Distribute charts in lobby. 


3) 2 Days Before Opening: Announce winners on 
stage and also give a story to your newspapers. 


4) Opening Day: Hold special Prize Winners’ Matinee 
scheduled to start, if school day, at an hour enabling 
all winners to attend. (For example, 4 P.M.) Arrange 
for group photograph of all winners for newspapers. 


5) Current: Post winners’ photographs in small lobby 
display together with prize-winning charts. 


Order Mat No. 401-B—60c—irom Campaign Plan Editor, 
321 W. 44 St., New York 18, New York. 


USE THESE CARSON STILLS AND COPY 
FOR WINDOW AND COUNTER DISPLAY 
(Absolutely No Endorsements) 


Still JC 89—10c 


HATS: It certainly looks 
like Jack Carson, star of 
“Make Your Own Bed.” 
could use a new hat. 
Have you looked at your 
own lately? DO — then 
stop in and see our se- 
lection. (Name of store.) 


Still A 83—10c 


FURNITURE: It would 
seem that Jack Carson, 
star of “Make Your Own 
Bed,” forgot to order fur- 
niture. Don’t let it hap- 
pen to youl Visit our 
showrooms instead. 
(Name of store.) 


a 


Still JC A 42—10c 


JEWELRY: Do you too 
need a rooster to wake 
you up? Jack Carson, 
star of “Make Your Own 
Bed,’ has obviously 
never heard about our 
expert clock repair serv- 
ice. (Name of store.) 


Still JC A 43—10c 


BARBER: Will someone 
hurry and tell Jack Car- 
son, star of “Make Your 
Own Bed,” that he needs 
a shave —and the best 
place in town to get one 
is at (Name). 


Still JC 22—10c 


TOYS: Does your baby’s 
father enjoy Junior's toys, 
too? We guarantee that 
Jack Carson, star of 
“Make Your Own Bed,” 
would look a whole lot 
happier if Jack, Jr., were 
given a (name of store) 
(name of toy). 


Still JC 86—10c 


BEACHWEAR: It may be 
all right for Jack Carson, 
star of “Make Your Own 
Bed,” to borrow his wife’s 
beach hat, because he 
gets paid for being 
funny. But you don't 
have to—when you can 
shop at (Name). 


AND THEIR PARENTS, TOO! 
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THEATRE IMPRINT 


A BALLY STUNT THAT’S EASY 


One of the funniest sequences in “Make Your 
Own Bed” occurs when Jack Carson and Alan 
Hale mistake a Victory Garden scarecrow for a 
man. Arrange to have a sandwich man dress 
as a scarecrow and walk through the busy part 
of town. He can carry a sign reading: “I may 
not scare crows but I make everyone laugh his 
head off in ‘Make Your Own Bed,’ starring 
Jack Carson, Jane Wyman and Irene Manning. 
At the Strand Theatre NOW.” 


WANT AD 


As “MAKE YOUR OWN BED” is concerned 
with the servant shortage, the following copy 
spotted in your local newspaper's Want-Ad 
section can prove most effective. 


“Private family offers brand new 
COOK and BUTLER, at reasonable 
rates. Cook guaranteed to spill the 
beans. Butler butts into everything. 
Will even deliver personally—we re 
so anxious to place them — some- 
where else! For details visit The Whir- 
tles at the Strand Theatre at once.” 


A 2-WAY TIE-UP FOR 
DEPARTMENT STORES OR PUBLIC UTILITIES 


HAVE YOU BAKED ANY 
GOOD BRACELETS LATELY? 


O, we’re not kidding! That’s just what Jane 


Wyman is doing in the accompanying photo- 


graph from ‘Make Your Own Bed,”’ new Warner comedy. 


Alas, Poor Jane! It’s easy to see she never had a les- 
son in the gentle art of cooking. How much simpler it would 
have been if she’d only heard about the (Name of Store) 
special FREE Cooking Class — and how much tastier that 
cake would be! 


If yow’re having trouble keeping your diamonds out 
of the oven, or just getting that simple stew to make your 
husband’s mouth water, why not stop in to see us and 


arrange to take our free course? 


Here’s a campaign designed for a wide femme audience that should find favor 


INQUIRING REPORTER among the men, too. Statistics prove that the marriage rate—particularly among 


the very young—has increased a hundredfold since the war. Then, too, many older 
The film's title suggests employment 


of an Inquiring Reporter to be sta- 
tioned in busy section of city to stop 
servicemen and ask them the follow- 


women are cooking today for the first time in years because of the present servant 
shortage. And it’s no secret that the young brides and the servant-less housewives 
will welcome a chance to learn how to prepare food easily and properly. 

The Home-making Department in your local department store and your local 
Gas and Electric Company maintain free Cooking Schools for that purpose. You 
can help boost their attendance and at the same time tie in “Make Your Own 
Bed” by arranging with them to use the illustrated Jane Wyman still in the man- 
ner suggested above for general display. Use copy as suggested. 


ing question: “Do you like the idea of 
having to ‘Make Your Own Bed’?” 
Answers, which should prove interest- 


ing, can be sent as a suggested feature 
for your local newspaper. Guest seats 
for your playdate can be given to each Order YB Mat No. 502-B—75c—-from Campaign Plan Editor, 321 W. 44 St., 
New York 18, New York. 


serviceman who answers. 
As an additional tie-up, arrange for 


two such servicemen to enter the De- USE THIS STILL FOR TELEPHONE DISPLAY 


partment Store Contest (p.3) as a team. 


One of the funniest mix-ups in “Make Your 
Own Bed” occurs in the scene illustrated here 
STORY ii PICTURES when Jack Carson and Jane Wyman unwit- 
tingly cross their own wires. The resulting 
An additional way to stir interest in this fracas, while funny on the screen, in reality 
comedy. Here’s a popular feature for use makes for daily unpleasantness and can 
in your local daily or Sunday press. The easily be avoided. 
whole wacky store of “Make Your Own This can serve as the basis of a general 


. . . . “ . Still YB-31 
Bed,” told in eight picture highlights with counter or window display to promote more care in present-day use of tele- 


accompanying captions can be used singly phones. Suggested copy should read: 


as a one-a-day feature or all togetheras@ = «now Ler THIS HAPPEN TO YOU! Jack Carson and Jane Wyman are unwittingly letting 
Sunday feature. themselves in for a fast and furious argument in the above scene from Warner Bros.’ ‘Make Your 


Sodce Moke Vous Own Red Story In Own Bed’—all because they did not think before using the telephone. It would have been wiser for 


Pictures set of 8 stills—-80c—irom Cam- 
paign Plan Editor, Warner Bros., 321 W. up numbers you're not sure of. 3) if you must call Information, jot the number down so you won't 


them to remember these 3 simple rules: 1) Keep your own personal telephone list handy. 2) Look 


44 St., New York 18. have to call again for the same number.” 


) 


LOBBY STUNTS AND DISPLAYS TO 
PRE-SELL PICTURE AND STARS 
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At this theatre FRIDAY! 


LAUGH RECORD 
SHADOW BOX 


Contact your local music shop for a “laugh” record. 
There are a number of these records on the market. 
Be sure to use one which reproduces a chorus of eke 
ter, not just individual. 


Place the phonograph just over a shadow-box display 
in your lobby and make sure it’s not visible. Play it 
continuously for the week preceding your playdate. 
Copy for shadow box should read: 


What's all the laughing about? Look 


inside — and see for yourself! 


Inside display a group of funny scene stills, using 
appropriate captions which can be taken direct from 
the ad section of this pressbook. Be sure to include your 
playdate. 


MAKE ’EM LOOK AND 
LAUGH—THIS WAY 


Another way to say “Make Your Own Bed” is 
funny, with a minimum of artwork and a maxi- 
mum of effectiveness. Swell for your 40” x 60”. 
Prepare simple artwork and choose stills either 
from the pressbook or from the set available at 
your exchange. For heads as illustrated: 


Order YB Stills C67, YB506, IM13, T10, AH37 
—10c ea.—from Campaign Plan Editor, 321 W. 
44 St., New York 18, N. Y. 
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SET-PIECE SELLS 
STARS, LAUGHS 


This set-piece, easy to 
make, is a sure attention- 
getter with its emphasis on 
the film’s laughs and its 
three fresh comedians. 

Have your artist prepare 
the simple artwork for back- 
ground and mount the 
heads as _ illustrated. All 
stills available. 


Order YB Stills— 
C-58, 1M-10, JW- 
635 — 10¢c ea. — 
from Campaign 
Plan Editor, 321 
W. 44 Sit., New 
York 18, N. Y. 
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With domestic help hard to 
find these days, a great many 
high school pupils are willing 
and anxious to work a few eve- 
nings weekly, staying in with 
children, doing odd jobs around 
the house, etc. 


Set up a simple bulletin board 
in your lobby and make it work 
two ways: Invite youngsters 
who are looking for work to post 
their names and addresses and 
invite families looking for help- 
ers to do the same. 

General copy above board 
should read: 


HELP WANTED! 
JOBS WANTED! 


This bulletin board for your con- 
venience works both ways. Are 
you looking for a helper? Then 
look here! Are you looking for a 
job? You too should consult this 
board! 

In either case, don’t give up hope 
till you see “MAKE YOUR OWN 
BED” coming (date) to this theatre! 


FOLLOW-THROUGH 
LOBBY DISPLAYS 


A reminder for those of you who 


use any of the exploitation ideas on 
pages 3-5 in this pressbook: 


ie 


DEPARTMENT STORE CONTEST 
(see p. 3): Clip all local news- 
paper stories and combine with 
on-the-spot photos. Display can 
be tacked on wall with frame 
around or else exhibited on small 
portable bulletin board (for in- 
formal effect). 


CHART WINNERS (see p. 4): 
The children are going to want 
to follow up this contest, so be 
sure to announce winners in 
lobby (using same informal dis- 
play as suggested above) and if 
possible include prize-winning 
charts and pictures of winners. 
JACK CARSON FEATURE (see 
p. 14): This can be blown-up for 
advance lobby display or can be 
used as an out-front eye-catcher. 


HELP RECRUIT RED 
CROSS NURSES’ AIDES 


Hospitals all over the country have called on the Red Cross to 
help them in their drive for Nurses’ Aides. 


Contact your local Red Cross Chapter and arrange for one or 
more Red Cross representatives to set up a Nurses’ Aide Recruit- 
ing Booth in your lobby or prominent public spot. Prepare sign 
for prominent display as follows: 

Can you “MAKE YOUR OWN BED?” That's qualification enough 


for you to help your country! If you can’t, then learn how! Learn 
much more, too! Enlist today as a Nurses Aide! 


COMIC PICTURE 
LOBBY POLL 


Here’s an additional idea for lobby display which should make for a 
lot of laughs. 


Blow-up the Jack Carson special feature on Posing (see page 14 in 
this pressbook) and display in your lobby 1 week in advance of your 
playdate. Invite your patrons to submit their own photos of silly or 
comic poses comparable to those of Carson. (Every family album has at 
least a few of them!) Arrange for a certain number of such photos to 
win prizes—guest seats—to your showing of “Make Your Own Bed.” 


Announce the winners in your lobby concurrent with your opening 
and display the winning photos together with the Carson feature dur- 
ing your run. : 


DRESS USHERS 
TO SELL STORY 


Dress up the atmosphere by dressing up the ushers—maid's 
cap and tea apron for the women, or tails for the men, borrowing 
the idea from Jane Wyman and Jack Carson who play those 
roles, respectively, in the film. 


‘FAMOUS BEDS’ QUIZ 
FOR LOBBY TEASER 


Print and distribute this teaser with copy as follows: 


You all know how to “Make Your Own Bed” but what do you know about other 
people's? Here are 3 questions to test your knowledge: 


(1) This bed looked like a gilt swan. Whose was it? 
(2) This bed was slept in by one man in hundreds of different places. Who was he? 
(3) This bed is in the season's merriest comedy hit. What's the hit? 


ANSWERS WILL BE POSTED NEXT WEEK IN THIS LOBBY 
ANSWERS: 1) Anna Held’s; 2) George Washington; 3) “Make Your Own Bed.” 


CUT-OUT ARROW 
FOR EXTRA BALLY 


Use this cut-out arrow idea for simple and effective bally. Display 
prominently in neighborhood of your theatre on rails, fences and 
lamp posts. 


RADIO CORNER 


1-MIN. ANNOUNCEMENT 


SOUND: (5 SECONDS OF LAUGH RECORD) 
(FADE) 

ANNOUNCER: (FADE IN. CHUCKLING. WINDED) 
Oooooh!...Haven't laughed like that 
in years!...You'll have to pardon me, 
folks... but... honestly..scouldn’t help 
myself...l just saw Warners' new com- 
edy, "Make Your Own Bed,"...and let 
me.teil youlhs.2it"s one of: The wack= 
iest films to hit town in a century! 
wos THO.sStars®.«. For one thing, they've 
got Jack Carson...He plays the part 
of: a butler. .cthe kind who.-butts: into 
everything!...and when you see him -- 
well! all I can say is -- you're 
really seeing things!...Then there's 
Jane Wyman...she's a cook -- and how! 
She cooks up the biggest mess of 
trouble you've ever run into!...Irene 
Manning “s init, too. . This: time: she 
doesn't sing a note -- no sir, not 
one song: in her repertoire....1-- For 
that: matter,- uot, one thought in her 
head, either!... The supporting cast 
includes Alan Hale, George Tobias and 
Robert Shayne... And altogether this 
beautifully balmy group of zanies is 
guaranteed to start a laugh epidemic 
I (Clty at Ogsan . 1k you folks 
don't mind a Little extracurricular 
rolling in the: aisles... then: you'd 
better make it your business to see 
“Make Your Own Bed".....at the, Strand 
Theatre...now! 


30-SEC. ANNOUNCEMENT 


SOUND: (A BRIEF SECOND OF LAUGH RECORD) 
(FADE) 

ANNOUNCER: You've just been listening to 
the audiences down at the Strand 
Theatre, where they're showing "Make 
Your Own Bed"! It's the Warner Bros.' 
latest contribution to the laugh ef- 
fort !...starring: sack: Carson, Jane 
Wyman and Irene Manning in the most 
wonderfully wacky, beautifully balmy, 
crackerjackiest comedy of the year!... 
The supporting cast (they need a sup- 
porting cast to keep you from rolling 
off the seats)...ineludes Alan Hale, 
George Tobias and Robert Shayne... 

If you're: the grim type, you'll, chance 
into a grin-type. If you're the 
bouncing type, you'll bounce -- with 
joy! Make. it your business to see 
"Make Your Own. Bed,"...this week... 

at the Strand! 


15-SEC. ANNOUNCEMENT 

SOUND: (2 SECONDS OF LAUGH RECORD) 

ANNOUNCER: In the dumps?... Pull your- 
self out and get up on the laugh 
wagon leaving every two hours (?) at 
the Strand!... That's where "Make Your 
Own Bed" is playing...the Warner Bros. 
wonderfully wacky new comedy starring 
Jack Carson...Jane Wyman...and Irene 
Manning!... Remember the name...''Make 
Your:.Owh Bed! la sat the <etrend... Nuns 


CARSON RADIO SHOW 


Take advantage of the tremendous popularity of 
Jack Carson's Wednesday night radio show over 
the nationwide CBS hookup. Print small giveaways 
or program inserts, or small placards for lobby and 
window display, with copy as follows: 


RADIO FANS! You laugh at him weekly on the air. 
Now you'll roar with delight when you SEE 

JACK CARSON 
in Warner Bros.’ “Make Your Own Bed,” co-starring 
Jane Wyman and Irene Manning, at the Strand 
Theatre (Date). 
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GAY COMEDY 
NOW PLAYING 
AT STRAND 


Prepared Review) 


Eighty-two 
minutes of 
solid laugh- 
ter and en- 
joyment are 
to be had 
these days 
simply by 
visiting the 
Strand The- 
atre where 
Warner 
Bros.’ hilari- 

Still YB-862; ous new com- 
Mat 107—15c edy, “Make 
Jane Wyman Your. Own 
Bed,” opened last night, bring- 
ing to town the newest and 
wackiest triumvirate of come- 
dians it has been our good for- 
tune to see in many a season— 
namely, Jack Carson, Jane Wy- 
man and Irene Manning. If the 
Strand’s rafters still ring today 
with the giggles and guffaws of 
last night’s audiences—well, we 
can believe it! 


Detective Struggles 

“Make Your Own Bed” is con- 
cerned with the struggle of one 
Jerry Curtis (Jack Carson) to 
make his living as a detective 
so he can marry his sweetheart 
(Jane Wyman). No-o-o, on sec- 
ond thought “Make Your Own 
Bed” is concerned with the 
problems of Walter Whirtle 
(Alan Hale) and wife (Irene 
Manning) when they try to find 
a new pair of domestics for 
their suburban home. But, wait! 
That’s not quite right, either. 
Actually, “Make Your Own 
Bed” is concerned with Whir- 
tle’s neighbor, Boris Murphy 
(George Tobias), a devotee of 
the Victory Garden who... No! 
Wrong again! It’s really about a 
quartet of unscrupulous Nazi 
agents (Tala Birell, Ricardo 
Cortez, Marjorie Hoshelle, Kurt 
Katch) who are trying to un- 
cover some important govern- 
ment orders and—well—we give 
up. Actually, the film is con- 
cerned with all these and a 
dozen other equally daft plots 
so gloriously mixed up that it’s 
a wonder the actors keep things 
straight. But straight it is, and 
funny and full of actors—we 
mean action—well, we mean 
both. 


Comedian Jack Carson 

A large share of credit for 
the film’s success must go to 
Jack Carson who emerges as one 
of the screen’s funnier funny 
men with a well-earned stardom 
finally in his grasp. (Warner 
Bros. recently raised him to the 
status of a full star for his con- 
sistently excellent work.) Jane 
Wyman, as his hard-pressed, 
sometime exasperated but al- 
ways lovable sweetheart, is pert 
and properly sympathetic as oc- 
casion demands. Irene Manning 
is responsible for one _ of 
the film’s 
biggest sur- 
prises with 
her otar ely, 
“touched’’ 
porcrayal of 
a completely 
vertiginous 
woman; while 
George To- 
bias, Alan 
Hale, Robert 
Shayne and 
all other 


Still YB-50 ; 
members of Mat 106—15c 


the compe- Ricardo Cortez 
tent cast turn in top perform- 


ances. 


Peter Godfrey directed the 
farce for Producer Alex Gott- 
lieb, with Leo F. Forbstein di- 
recting the music. Based on a 
play by Harvey J. O’Higgins 
and Harriet Ford, the screen- 
play by Francis Swann and Ed- 
mund Joseph was adapted by 
Richard Weil. 
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Jerry Curtis JACK CARSON 
Susan Courtney JANE WYMAN 
Vivian Whirtle IRENE MANNING 
Walter Whirtle Alan Hale 
Boris Murphy George Tobias 
Lester Knight Robert Shayne 
Marie Gruber Tala Birell 
Fritz Alten 

Elsa Wehmer Marjorie Hoshelle 
Paul Hassen Kurt Katch 
Mr. Brookin Harry Bradley 
F.B.1. Man William Kennedy 


PRODUCTION 


Produced by Alex Gottlieb. Directed by Peter Godfrey. Screen Play by Francis 
Swann and Edmund Joseph; Adapted by Richard Weil. From a Play by Harvey 
J. O'Higgins and Harriet Ford. Photographed by Robert Burks, A.S.C. Art Direc- 
tor, Stanley Fleischer. Sound by Charles Lang. Special Effects by Willard Van 
Enger, A.S.C. Set Decorations by Frank Steensen. Gowns by Milo Anderson. 
Makeup Artist, Perc Westmore. Music by H. Roemheld. Musical Director, Leo F. 
Forbstein. Assistant Director, Les Guthrie. Unit Manager, Eric Stacey. 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) 


Jerry Curtis (Jack Carson), a detective anxious to marry Susan Courtney (Jane 
Wyman), meets Walter Whirtle (Alan Hale), wealthy gunpowder manufacturer 
in need of household servants. Whirtle hires Jerry by concocting a story about 
his wife (Irene Manning) and neighbor, Boris Murphy (George Tobias) involving 
a clandestine romance, espionage and murder. 

Mistaken for husband and wife, Jerry and Susan report to Mrs. Whirtle who 
is ignorant of her husband's elaborate hoax. Whirtle invites 4 radio actors to his 
home for the weekend (Tala Birell, Ricardo Cortez, Marjorie Hoshelle and Kurt 
Katch), instructing them to act like suspicious Nazi agents. 

Everything goes wrong. Susan discovers the "case" is a hoax and, infuriated, 
prepares to leave. Jerry denounces the actors and Whirtle as fakes, meanwhile 
ignoring what is actually a real hold-up for valuable plant blueprints. 

Then desperately, Jerry tells Susan the actors ARE Nazi agents, dashes back to 
the scene of trouble, is overpowered, but eventually frees himself and helps cap- 
ture the criminals. Susan, resigned, realizes she loves him. 

At breakfast next morning, the Whirtles serve Susan and Jerry, that being part 
of their new plan—that they will take turns serving, the help situation being 
what it is. 


(Running Time: 82 Minutes) 


3 STARS SHINE 
IN CURRENT 
STRAND FILM 


(Current Theatre Story) 


Fortun- 
ately for us 
all, there’s 
always some- 
one to see the 
bright side, 
no matter 
how dark the 
picture. A 
good exam- 
ple of this is 
the Warner 
Bros.’ latest 

Still IM-289x; exeursion in- 
een aig eee aoe ie 
hardships en- 
gendered by the war. By choos- 
ing one such hardship—a de- 
cidedly unimportant one—they 
have come up with a sparkling 
comedy guaranteed to divert au- 
diences from their more serious 
preoccupations of the day. The 
film, which is currently playing 
at the Strand Theatre, is ““Make 
Your Own Bed,” starring Jack 
Carson, Jane Wyman and Irene 
Manning. 


Mad and Merry Plot 


In the matter of plot, the film 
is of the genus mad and merry, 
being concerned with the efforts 
of the Whirtle household to find 
a pair of domestics for their 
suburban home. What they find 
instead is an energetic, if not 
quite capable, detective who 
takes employment with them on 
behalf of himself and his fian- 
cee. What follows is general 
chaos—plus the accidental cap- 
ture of some sinister Nazi 
agents. 


The comedy serves to illus- 
trate something the public has 
always suspected — that Jack 
Carson, who plays the detec- 
tive, is a fellow of unlimited 
comic propensities. In this pic- 
ture he achieves his first role as 
a full star and the elevation to 
top rank would seem to be well 
justified. After playing almost 
every variety of role, including 
a sympathetic husband who 
eventually commits suicide in 
“The Hard Way,” a comedian- 
magician in “Shine On Harvest 
Moon,” and an old-time vaude- 
ville hoofer in “Thank Your 
Lucky Stars,” the new star now 
comes through with a 100% 
comedy characterization of a 
specie strictly zany which is des- 
tined to win him a host of new 
fans. 


The choice of his two com- 
panions-in-comedy will come as 
a pleasant surprise and an un- 
usually astute bit of casting. One 
companion is Jane Wyman, most 
recently seen as the wife of Jack 
Carson in “Princess O’Rourke.” 
In “Make Your Own Bed,” she 
is again cast opposite Carson, 
this time as his bewildered and 
exasperated fiancee. The other 
companion is Irene Manning 
who sheds her former musical 
accomplishments to engage in 
some humorous clowning to a 
very good end. She plays Mrs. 
Whirtle, the hare-brained, lov- 
able lady of the house. 


Fine Supporting Cast 

In addition, the consistently 
fine supporting cast includes 
George Tobias as a next-door 
neighbor bordering on the luna- 
tic fringe; Alan Hale as the 
long-suffering husband of Mrs. 
Whirtle and Robert Shayne as 
the detective’s erstwhile em- 
ployer. Tala Birell, Ricardo Cor- 
tez, Marjorie Hoshelle and Kurt 
Katch round out the cast. 

Based on a play by Harvey 
J. O'Higgins and Harriet Ford, 
the screen play by Francis 
Swann and Edmund Joseph was 
adapted by Richard Weil. Alex 
Gottlieb produced the comedy 
and Peter Godfrey directed. Mu- 
sical director was Leo F. Forb- 
stein. 


George Tobias Experiments 
With Film Career and Wins 


Actor Names 2 Sure Rules 


For Success—Then Picks Third 


There are 
a lot of peo- 
ple in Holly- 
wood waiting 
to see if 
: George To- 
: bias is “crazy 
: like a fox” or 
just crazy. 
The Warner 
Brosizecactor: 
now appear- 
ing in ‘‘Make 
Your Own 
Bed,’’ star- 
ring come- 
dian Jack 
Carson, Jane Wyman and Irene 
Manning at the Strand, 
launched an experiment at the 
time he began his film career a 
few years ago and he feels it’s 
still too early to tally the final 
score. 

To make his venture fool- 
hardy, Tobias launched into it 
shortly after his arrival in 
Hollywood. The truth behind it 
was that he was afraid he’d 
lack courage to perform the ex- 
periment if he waited and grew 
too fond of movie work. 
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George Tobias 


Theory Explained 

The actor’s experiment in 
simple terms is to play impor- 
tant roles in pictures without 
resorting to either of two alter- 
natives known to be the secret 
of Hollywood success. And from 
the time that Tobias joined the 
Warner Bros.’ roster a few 
years ago, he has been very 
busy doing neither of these 
things. 

Alternative Number One is to 
be one’s self in every picture. 

“An extreme example,” says 
Tobias, “is Gene Autry who is 
billed by his own name instead 
of a character name.” 


Alternative Number Two 

Alternative Number Two is to 
become typed, so much so that 
the role itself accounts for the 
actor’s fame. According to 
Tobias, the best example of this 
would be the Charlie Chan 
character immortalized first by 
Warner Oland, then by Sidney 
Toler. 


And George Tobias feels very 
strongly that the followers of 
either of these two patterns are 
the most successful actors on the 
screen. 

“For instance,” he explains, 
“you’d never see Cagney or 
Mickey Rooney or Spencer 
Tracy so disguised that you 
couldn’t recognize them. But 
why should they be? Their own 
personalities are too valuable.” 

What the actor has been 
doing instead (and his long rec- 
ord of successes would seem to 
to bear out the wisdom of his 
theory) is to disguise himself 
so thoroughly in his roles that 
the audiences do not necessarily 
think of him as George Tobias, 
nor as the character itself. 

Right now he is playing a 
high comedy role as_ Boris 
Murphy, vegetarian - loving, 
next-door neighbor to a house 
full of zanies in the abovemen- 
tioned “Make Your Own Bed.” 


Roles Are Varied 

And from the point of view of 
variety, all the roles he has 
played since joining Warner 
Bros. have been satisfactorily 
dissimilar. In the entire gallery 
there is not one, the actor points 
out rightly, that is just George 
Tobias, nor one that resembles 
to any degree any of the others. 

He has played everything 
from a Bronx clerk (in “Satur- 
day’s Children”) to a French 
peasant (in “Passage to Mar- 
seille”) and an American mer- 
chant seaman (in “Between 
Two Worlds’). 


Had Narrow Escape 

“IT am told,” Tobias remi- 
nisces, “that I had one narrow 
escape from being ‘typed.’ I 
played a Latin bandit in “Torrid 
Zone’ a while back. And I’ve 
learned since that if my next 
role—the Boer miner in ‘South 
of Suez’—hadn’t been waiting 
for me immediately I might 
very well have ended up as a 
Latin for my entire film career.” 

On second thought, the results 
may not be final, but it looks to 
us like Mr. Tobias has got him- 
self an A-1 theory. 


Easy Does It 
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Irene Manning turns on the charm and doesn't take any chances of losing 
her new cook and butler (Jane Wyman and Jack Carson) in Warner Bros. 
merry new comedy, "Make Your Own Bed," now at the Strand. 


FAST AND FUNNY 
NEW FILM AT 
STRAND FRIDAY 


(Advance Theatre Story) 


Has your cook, too, joined the 
ever-growing ranks of the Pa- 
rade of Domestics in their 
march to the nearest war plant? 
Has your butler renounced his 
stiff-shirted garb for the more 
patriotic olive drab? Even so, 
take heart and be of good cheer. 
The situation, you’ll be glad to 
hear, is hardly serious—yet. It 
can grow a lot worse. To prove 
it, the Warner Bros. have made 
a picture on that very subject. 
It’s “Make Your Own Bed,” 
starring Jack Carson, Jane Wy- 
man and Irene Manning and it’s 
coming to the Strand on Friday. 
And—though you'll never be- 
lieve it if you’ve been strug- 
gling through a year or more 
of unremitting laundry, bad 
cooking and still more laundry 
—the film is very definitely a 
comedy. 


It Could Be Worse 

How could it possibly grow 
any worse, you wonder? The 
answer to that lies in the story 
of what happened to the Whir- 
tles, as told in “Make Your 
Own Bed.” Mr. and Mrs. Whir- 
tle (Alan Hale and Irene Man- 
ning) it seems, lose their butler 
and cook for at least the dozenth 
time in as many days, so that 
Mr. Whirtle is willing (and anx- 
ious) to go to 
any extreme 
to replace 
them. He lit- 
erally does 
just that by 
employing 
Jerry Curtis 
(Jack Car- 
son) ,a would- 
be detective, 
and his fian- 


cee Susan 

sul) au.103; ane Wy- 
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Alan Hale call Jerry 


and Susan “extreme” in any 
household is to put it mildly. 
Before they have finished, Mr. 
Whirtle has charged his faith- 
ful wife with infidelity, almost 
killed their next-door neighbor 
Boris Murphy (George Tobias), 
and, along with the rest of the 
household, just escapes extermi- 
nation at the hands of some en- 
terprising Nazi agents (Tala 
Birell, Ricardo Cortez, Marjorie 
Hoshelle, and Kurt Katch). To 
say that Lester Knight (Robert 
Shayne), Jerry’s former em- 
ployer, never takes Jerry back 
into his agency is to state the 
simple, unadorned truth. 


Peter Godfrey Directs 

All these zany doings—and 
many more—have been directed 
by Peter Godfrey for Producer 
Alex Gottlieb, with Leo F. Forb- 
stein as musical director. The 
screenplay, from a play by Har- 
vey J. O’Higgins and Harriet 
Ford, was written by Francis 
Swann and Edmund Joseph and 
adapted by Richard Weil. 


FASHION NOTE: 
BUTTONS STAY 


The girls in Warners’ ward- 
robe department were pretty 
happy over Irene Manning’s as- 
signment in “Make Your Own 
Bed,” the new Warner Bros.’ 
comedy now playing at the 
Strand. They were happy be- 
cause the actress does not sing 
in that film. 

Miss Manning possesses a 
trim figure and she also boasts 
a five-inch chest expansion. But 
the expansion is never at its 
greatest when she is fitted. The 
result: buttons pop after she 
takes a deep breath and lets go 
with a few bars of melody. This 
means extra button-sewing. 


h, My Goodness! 
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"Happy" is hardly the word for Jack Carson—''delirious" would be more like 
it. This is what happened when Jack was told by the Warner Bros. that he'd 
been elevated to full stardom for his role in “Make Your Own Bed," slap- 
happy new comedy now at the Strand, co-starring Jane Wyman and Irene 


Manning. 


‘The Corn Is Green’ For 


Comedy Star Jack Carson 


Actor’s ‘Yokel’ Charm 
Raised Him to Top Rank 


Jack Carson deals in corn. 

He admits it. In fact he boasts 
Ott: 

For Jack, the corn means 
green — plenty of good, long 
green that can be used as legal 
tender for food, lodging, war 
bonds or toys for his fourteen- 
month-old baby, Jack, Jr. Gorn 
has been good to Jack Carson. 
It’s made him a star at Warner 
Bros. Warners found out, early 
in Jack’s career, that his ap- 
pearance on the screen is a sort 
of electric signal for audiences 
to start laughing. Right now 
Jack is making them laugh in 
“Make Your Own Bed,” at the 
Strand, in which he is co-starred 
with Jane Wyman and Irene 
Manning. 


Customers Liked Him 


Cash customers found a mu- 
tual friend in this big, good- 
natured lug. They saw him do- 
ing the same things they did in 
everyday life. They said, in fact, 
“We like this guy. He’s like us. 
He’s human. Sorta corny, maybe, 
but who isn’t?” And when audi- 
ences say that about a player, 
his worries are over. From then 
on, he’s “in.” 

Jack has been clowning around 
since the early twenties. Holly- 
wood wasn’t his own choice. The 
vaudeville in which he’d been 
traipsing the country finally 
curled up and died, leaving Jack 
practically no alternative. It was 
either pictures or selling insur- 
ance for his dad. Jack decided to 
continue making faces in public 
for his living. That was wise on 
his part. 


Born in Canada 

Jack, who was born in Carmen, 
Canada and went to school in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin and Carle- 
ton College in Northfield, Minn., 
started his gag-and-giggle rou- 


tine with a college pal, Dave 
Willock, while they were still 
students. The undergraduates 
laughed at their patter, so Jack 
and Dave decided it was a good 
way to make their living. 


They took to the cow trails 
and Chatauqua circuits, finally 
cracking into vaudeville. When 
the dates were thin Jack sold 
pants hangers, worked on a con- 
struction gang on a railroad and 
painted signs. 


Lost Ginger Rogers 

When the vaudeville dates dis- 
appeared entirely, Jack hit for 
Hollywood and, with no trouble 
at all, began a career (in pic- 
tures) of losing Ginger Rogers. 
He lost her five or six straight 
times in various pictures, grew 
weary of it, signed with Warner 
Bros., and straightway began 
losing nearly every girl on their 
contract list in one picture after 
another. 

But as Jack 
says, ‘Win 
’em—lose ’em 
—who cares, 
so long as 
Disoeet. the 
parts?” 

Bt w-as 
Warners’ 
Hd De Cena) 3 Ken 
Way” that 
boosted Jack 
to stardom. 
He was the 
guy, remem- 
ber, who 
married Joan Leslie but was 
aced out by Dennis Morgan. 


His Latest Films 

His latest pictures are “Thank 
Your Lucky Stars” and “Shine 
On Harvest Moon.” He will soon 
be seen in “The Doughgirls,” 
with Ann Sheridan and Alexis 
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Jack Carson 


She Laughs Last 
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And pretty Jane Wyman has a lot to smile about these days. For in her 


latest picture, "Make Your Own Bed," 


now at the Strand, Jane is given her 


first full star rating. She co-stars with Jack Carson and Irene Manning. 


-JaneWyman Wins Stardom 
In ‘Make Your Own Bed’ 


Jane Wyman rode the Holly- 
wood merry-go-round three times 
before catching the brass ring. 

And now that ring is golden. 

With her thirteenth picture 
the ring has changed from brass 
to gold for she has been given 
star rating for the first time. 

The triple threat girl, who is 
currently co-starring with Jack 
Carson and Irene Manning in 


13° Unlucky? 


Don’t Believe It! 


Number "13" is looked upon 
with suspicion by some people. 

But Jane Wyman is not one 
of them. 

Her latest film — her thir- 
teenth, was begun on the 13th 
of the month. 

"Numbers?" she asks. "They 
don't mean a thing to me. Or 
didn't. Perhaps they will from 
now on because, you see, this 
thirteenth picture of mine is 
the first in which I've been 
starred!" 

For the records, that picture 
is Warner Bros.’ comedy, 


"Make Your Own Bed," now 
at the Strand, in which Miss 
Wyman co-stars with Jack Car- 
son and Irene Manning. 
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Warner Bros.’ “Make Your Own 
Bed,” at the Strand, accepted her 
elevation to stardom with a tre- 
mendous thrill. 

“There is no denying my hap- 
piness,” Jane says, “and it is 
fun to walk onto a set knowing 
you have finally gotten onto the 
studio’s star list. But I realize 
stardom can be a fleeting thing, 
so you may be sure I'll work 
doubly hard to keep my rating. 
T’ll also keep busy shouldering 
the responsibility it carries.” 

That responsibility is two- 
fold: a responsibility to the pub- 
lic and one to her studio. Her 
record indicates she will bear it 
well. 


As a star, she unquestionably 
will be called upon for an in- 
crease in personal appearances 
—and this particularly will 
please the boys in service for she 
is one of their top favorites. 

The slim, brown-eyed blonde 
was brought to Hollywood for 
the first time in 1922 by her 
mother, Mrs. Sarah Jane Fulks. 
The mother thought Jane’s train- 
ing as a dancer qualified her to 
be the Shirley Temple of the day. 
The mother was wrong, and their 
stay in the film capital was brief. 

By 1929 Jane, then a young- 
ster of fifteen, again left St. 
Joseph, Mo., for a try in films. 
This time she boasted two tal- 
ents: dancing and singing. But 
the best she could get was an 0c- 
casional job as a dancer. Again 
she returned to the midwest. 

Four years later, Jane enrolled 
at the University of Missouri. 
At a party one night, one of the 
guests, associated with radio, 
heard her sing. Jane’s rich voice 
made a profound impresssion 
upon him—and the next day, 
Jane was on her way profes- 
sionally. 

For some time she sang on 
the air and, known then as 
Jane Durrell, reaped much en- 
couragement. This encourage- 
ment fanned the embers of that 
aspiration for film fame. In 
1934 she returned to Hollywood 
—to stay. 

Her work in Universal’s “My 
Man Godfrey” paved the way to 
her contract with Warners. She’s 
been with Warners ever since. 

“Tt was a long pull,” she says, 
“but I’m glad I didn’t give up.” 


TIMELY COMEDY 
OF ERRORS AT 
STRAND FRIDAY 


(Advance Reader) 


With its theme both timely 
and funny, Warner Bros.’ new- 
est comedy, “Make Your Own 
Bed,” comes to the Strand The- 
atre Friday. The subject, of 
course, is the shortage of do- 
mestic help so much in evidence 
since the start of the war. And, 
to tell their story, the astute 
Warner Bros. have enlisted the 
services of a triumvirate of 
fresh and energetic comedians— 
namely, Jack Carson, Jane Wy- 
man and Irene Manning. The 
result promises to be one of the 
wackiest efforts of the season. 
What's 'Wacky?’ 

For a rough idea of what is 
meant by “wacky,” Jack Car- 
son, for example, plays the role 
of an ineffectual detective with 
a driving desire for self-sup- 
port so it is hardly surprising 
to find him donning a butler’s 
uniform to accomplish this end 
—or is it? His exasperated and 
sorely tried sweetheart is pert 
Jane Wyman. And Irene Man- 
ning, lovely singing star of “The 
Desert Song,” comes into her 
own as a full-fledged comedi- 
enne, of all things. Really! This 
time she doesn’t sing one note. 
Instead she cavorts about with 
the greatest of glee as a daft 
and lovable wife, to whom 
nothing is more important than 
coddling the servants. 


Entire Cast Excellent 

A superlative supporting cast 
includes Alan Hale as Mr. 
Whirtle, Irene Manning’s long- 
suffering husband who can’t be 
blamed for not quite under- 
standing his dizzy mate; George 
Tobias as Boris Murphy, neigh- 
bor extraordinary with a flair 
for Victory Gardens and squirt- 
less tomatoes; and _ Robert 
Shayne as Carson’s thoroughly 
“ex” ex-boss. 

Produced by Alex Gottlieb, 
the comedy was directed by 
Peter Godfrey. The screenplay 
by Francis Swann and Edmund 
Joseph was adapted from a play 
by Harvey J. O’Higgins and 
Harriet Ford and prepared for 
the screen by Richard Weil. Leo 
F. Forbstein was the film’s mu- 
sical director. 


FLASH! HUSBAND 
REMEMBERS — 
(WRONG. DATE!) 


Jane Wyman, co-starring with 
Jack Carson and Irene Manning 
in Warner Bros.’ “Make Your 
Own Bed,” now at the Strand, 
still is kidding her husband, 
Capt. Ronald Reagan, unmerci- 
fully for forgetting the date of 
their wedding anniversary. 

They were married on the 26th 
—but on the morning of the 25th 
he greeted her by wishing her 
a happy anniversary. 

On the afternoon of the 25th 
he sent her a huge bouquet of 
flowers. 

That evening her hairdresser, 
Doris Rowland, accompanied 
Miss Wyman home from the 
studio for dinner, and when they 
arrived the actress chided her 
husband for getting dates mixed. 

“But,” he retorted, “I can 
prove we were married on the 
25th. I’ll get the license. It’s in 
my room upstairs.” 

A moment later he returned— 
sheepishly. He carried two pieces 
of paper in his hand. 

One was the marriage license 
—and it proved the actress was 
right. 

The other was a hunting li- 
cense—dated the 25th. 


VETERAN STAR 
CAST IN NEW 
WARNER FILM 


Ricardo Cortez, popular star 
of the silent screen, is coming 
back to pictures. He can shortly 
be seen in Warner Bros.’ new 
comedy, ‘Make Your Own Bed,” 
starring Jack Carson, Jane 
Wyman and Irene Manning 
which comes to the Strand on 
Friday. 

According to the veteran 
actor, his main claim to fame is 
that he was NOT discovered by 
Gus Edwards. Born in Vienna, 
he was brought to New York at 
an early age and grew up on 
the Lower East Side. His inter- 
est in things theatrical began 
when he first climbed into a gal- 
lery seat in a Second Avenue 
showhouse to see a melodra- 
matic thriller. From that time 
on, he was an incurable gallery 
god. 


Soon he found there was 
money to be made acting in 
stage mob scenes as a “super.” 
So he worked at a brokerage by 
day and at night he stormed 
stages with roaring mobs. 

One thing led to another and 
he began to wonder about 
movies. The old Fort Lee Studio 
in New Jersey was the scene of 


Owl's 1.Q. Hits 
Brand New Low 


Wise old owl, did you say? 


The cast of Warner Bros.’ 
"Make Your Own Bed,’ star- 
ring Jack Carson, Jane Wy- 
man and Irene Manning at the 
Strand, will tell you that's a 
fallacy. For Mr. Hoo Hoo (an 
owl) worked with them during 
the filming of the comedy. 
Normally, he may well be 
something of a wise old owl. 

But he went afoul of that de- 
scription during the film's pro- 
duction. Taking off from the 
outstretched arm of a scare- 
crow he flew about a b:t and 
then looked for a place to 
light. He passed up several 
good spots provided by a real 
tree, which had been brought 
onto the set. And then he tried 
to land on the branches of 
another. But he gave up in 
disgust. That tree was painted 
on a backdrop. 


his earliest film efforts in 
“extra” roles. He was then grad- 
uated into “bit” parts and before 
long he was found to be in great 
demand by a discerning public. 
Paramount Pictures brought 
him to Hollywood and to his 
amazement he was soon playing 
leads in a variety of important 
films. 

The actor’s proud boast is that 
he was once a bigger “big 
shot” than Garbo, having had 
his own name billed over hers 
in “The Torrent.” 


Newspaper Writer, Turned 
Actor, Prefers New Work 


The first 
stage role 
R2osb-eir-t 
Shayne ever 
played was 
the villain’s 
part in ia 
high school 
production of 
“The Man 
from Home.” 
That whetted 
the young 
man’s appe- 
tite for more 

Robert Shayne and he says 
he wangled his way into every 
dramatic production he could 
find from that time on. 

He has found some very good 
ones, too, during the years that 
have intervened between his 
high school days in Washington, 
D. C., and his arrival in Holly- 
wood a year ago to start motion 
picture work under his Warner 
Bros. contract. At present 
Shayne is appearing in “Make 
Your Own Bed,” starring Jack 
Carson, Jane Wyman and Irene 
Manning at the Strand. He has 
appeared on the New York stage 
with Ethel Barrymore, Kath- 
arine Hepburn, Ina Claire, Mrs. 
Patrick Campbell, Helen Gaha- 
gen, Ilka Chase, Philip Merivale, 
Osgood Perkins and Walter 
Pidgeon among others, and with 
at least a half dozen well-known 
stock companies in the Eastern 
States. 

The taint of villainy which he 
acquired in that first role in his 
high school days did not be- 
smirch Shayne permanently. On 
the stage, in fact, he is better 
known as a leading man, a ro- 
mantic partner for famous 
actresses. 

The young and versatile actor 
was born Robert Shaen Dawe 
but adopted the shorter, angle- 
cized name in 1927 near the 
beginning of his professional 
career on the advice of experi- 
enced showmen. 

The son of Grosvenor and 
Cynthia Anne Dawe (the former 
organized and edited “The Na- 
tion’s Business”), Shayne him- 
self started out to be a publicist 
and newspaper writer but de- 
toured to take a one week job 
with a visiting stock company in 
Birmingham, Ala. The stock 
company stayed on—and Shayne 
stayed with it. 

Shortly before, while working 
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as a reporter, Shayne met the 
most interesting person he has 
ever known. He interviewed him 
on assignment from his city 
editor, on a houseboat on the 
Miami River. His name, Shayne 
recalls with satisfaction, was 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

Shayne has ambitions to 
write for the theatre and has 
several unproduced plays in his 
trunk. The actor has no super- 
stitions or good luck pieces and 
sometimes defies those of others 
by putting his hat on a bed or 
whistling in a dressing room. 
He collects only one thing—the 
paid-up bills of his “lean days 
in the theatre.” 

One of the actor’s more 
poorly kept secrets is that he 
once taught dancing for Arthur 
Murray in New York, between 
jobs as an actor and he has been 
a bond salesman and industrial 
engineer at other periods. 

Shayne has made _ several 
nation-wide tours with New 
York companies taking success- 
ful plays to the hinterland and 
is well known as an actor in 
almost every important  the- 
atrical city in the country. Those 
friends of long standing will no 
doubt welcome his appearance 
in pictures, the latest of which 
is the abovementioned “Make 
Your Own Bed.” 
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LIVELY COMEDY 
BOWS IN AT 
STRAND TONIGHT 


(Opening Day Reader) 


As a welcome change from 
the more serious dramatic 
sereenfare which has come this 
way since the start of the war, 
Warner Bros.’ “Make Your Own 
Bed,” a sprightly comedy of 
nonsense starring Jack Carson, 
Jane Wyman and Irene Man- 
ning, opens tonight at the 
Strand Theatre. Based on the 
current shortage in domestic 
help, the film goes gaily along 
its way, pointing out the many 
problems inherent in this situ- 
ation and never once pretending 
to solve one of them. 

Jack Carson, in his first comic 
starring part, plays Jerry Cur- 
tis, a would-be detective with 
more energy than intelligence 
whose search for the perfect 
crime ends, literally, in the soup. 
Jane Wyman is Susan, his long- 
suffering sweetheart, while 
Irene Manning is seen in one 
of the surprise roles (for her) 
of the season—that of a dizzy 
dame with not a song in her 
repertoire and not a thought in 
her head. 

Also in the excellent support- 
“ing cast are George Tobias as 


W alk—Don’t Run— 


To Nearest Camera 


They were rehearsing a draw- 
ing room scene for Warner 
Bros.’ "Make Your Own Bed," 
currently at the Strand, star- 
ring Jack Carson, Jane Wy- 
man and Irene Manning. Jack 
Carson and Alan Hale were to 
join Miss Manning, who stood 
at the far end of the room. 

Director Peter Godfrey 
pointed across the large room 
to an adjacent hall and_ in- 
structed the two actors to start 
walking toward the actress 
from there. 

This meant they had to take 
a good many steps before 
coming within the camera's 
range. The scene was rehearsed 
a number of times. 

Finally, Hale could stand it 
no longer. 

"Listen," he pleaded. “Let's 
shoot it! This is the longest 
, I've been off the screen in two 
years!" 


a next-door neighbor; Alan Hale 
as Irene Manning’s husband; 
Robert Shayne, Tala Birell, Ri- 
eardo Cortez and others. 


The comedy was produced by 
Alex Gottlieb and directed by 
Peter Godfrey. The screenplay 
by Francis Swann and Edmund 
Joseph was adapted by Richard 
Weil from a play by Harvey J. 
O’Higgins and Harriet Ford. 
Leo F. Forbstein was musical 
director. 


Singing Star Proves 
Versatile Actress Too 


Irene Manning, Cincinnati- 
born film star, is still a tom-boy. 

It’s a carry-over, she insists, 
from her childhood spent in the 
Walnut Hills section of that city. 

At present co-starring with 
Jack Carson and Jane Wyman in 
Warner Bros.’ new comedy, 
“Make Your Own Bed,” at the 
Strand, Miss Manning clearly re- 
calls those childhood days when 
she romped around the neighbor- 
hood of her girlhood home at 
3348 Bonaparte Avenue. 

She’s doing considerable romp- 
ing now—of a different sort—in 
Hollywood. This is occasioned 
by the demands of the cinema, 
concert stage and radio, 

Daughter of Shirley Harvuot, 
one-time Cincinnati real estate 
agent, she spent her first dozen 
years in that city, and attended 
Horace Mann grade school. 

After leaving Cincinnati, the 
Harvuots settled in Los Angeles 
where, when Miss Manning was 
only fifteen, her mother died. 
The actress was graduated from 
one of the city’s largest high 
schools—and with honor. 

She also won‘a scholarship for 
the Eastman School of Music in 
Rochester, N. Y., but that did 
not surprise Miss Manning. She 
had worked hard in high school 
days for it and knew that the 
reward was well-earned, but 
just part of her plan to become 
a singing star. 


Still IM-174; Mat 108—15c 
Irene Manning 


But her trip to stardom was 
roundabout. She began by sing- 
ing “I Love You Truly” at a wed- 
ding. And she was paid for it. 
Got $5. for the job. And a pro- 
fessional rating. 

Soon after, she changed her 
name to Hope Manning—and by 
that name eventually became 
known to thousands of radio 
listeners who heard her voice on 
innumerable programs. 

As Hope Manning, New York’s 
cafe society knew her, too, for 
she was a popular night club 
singer, chiefly at the Persian 
Room of the Plaza Hotel. 

She reached some sort of goal 
when her name appeared on 
programs with others such as 
John Charles Thomas, Mario 
Chamlee and Paul Althouse. She 
had now become a light opera 
star. 

She has appeared in the St. 
Louis Municipal Opera, the Los 
Angeles Civic Light Opera Fes- 
tival, and has toured this country 
and Canada with road companies 
in “The Great Waltz,” ‘‘Pina- 
fore” and “Naughty Marietta.” 

Musical roles always have 
been her favorites, but Miss 
Manning enjoys all types. And 
because of that, she has proved 
herself one of Hollywood’s most 
versatile actresses. 

A current example is her work 
in “Make Your Own Bed.” In 
this comedy, based on the current 
household servant shortage, she 
portrays a wealthy woman 
caught in the web of servant 
problems—and she doesn’t sing 
a note. 

The wife of Het Manheim, she 
now lives alone because her hus- 
band has gone off to war—with 
the rank of corporal. 

Miss Manning is slight, blonde, 
vivacious, blue-eyed. She lives 
for two things—her husband and 
her career. When the corporal 
comes home, they will build their 
own home, early-American style, 
in the sprawling San Fernando 
Valley, not far from the heart 
of Los Angeles. And there they 
will live quietly. 

“T could live no other way. The 
studio calls me a star. But, as 
soon as I drive through the stu- 
dio’s gate, I become Mrs. Het 
Manheim. And I’m back to a nor- 
mal mode of living,’ she says. 
Mrs. Het Manheim or Irene 
Manning. Either way she’s still 
tomboyish and interesting. 


JACK CARSON 
AMBITIOUS 
FOR JACK, JR. 


In the matter of rearing a 
son, Jack Carson hopes he will 
have better luck than his father 
had. 

His father, Elmer (Kit) Car- 
son, wanted him to follow in the 
paternal footsteps by becoming 
a business man in Minnesota. 

But nothing, not even his 
parent’s greatest wish, could 
break Carson’s determination to 
find theatrical success. 

Now a Warner Bros.’ star, 
and at present playing in “Make 
Your Own Bed,” with co-stars 
Jane Wyman and Irene Man- 
ning at the Strand, Carson is 
thinking in terms of his son’s 
future. He wants the boy, Jack, 
Jr., 2, to become a great screen 
actor. 

“That lad, when he grows up, 
will be a-fine actor if I have 
my way,” says the comedian. “I 
know of nothing more I would 
ask for him. Acting is a fine 
profession. I can think of no 
greater pleasure than to train 
him myself. 

“In what other business could 
my boy make as much money, 
and at the same time be asso- 
ciated with as enjoyable an in- 
dustry?” 

If the Carson boy does be- 
come an actor his father then 
will join the ranks of several 
other stars whose offspring 
have followed in their footsteps. 
These include the late Lon 
Chaney whose son, Lon, Jr., is 
already known to screen audi- 
ences; Alan Hale, whose son, 
Alan, Jr., was an actor before 
he joined the Coast Guard; Jack 
Holt, whose son, Tim, left act- 
ing to fly for Uncle Sam; Mar- 
lene Dietrich, whose daughter, 
Maria Manton, is a rising act- 
ress, and Gene Lockhart, father 
of June Lockhart, who recently 
signed a fat film contract. 


OLD TALE— 
ONCE AN ACTOR 


Once an _ actor, 
actor. 

This was proved on_ the 
“Make Your Own Bed” set at 
Warners’ when Director Peter 
Godfrey stepped in front of the 
camera to do a bit with Jack 
Carson and Jane Wyman who 
co-star witth Irene Manning in 
the comedy. 

Long before he became an 
established..director in England, 
Godfrey was well known there 
as an actor. re 

Even during the filming of 
“Make Your Own Bed,” which 
is now at the Strand—six nights 
each week Godfrey appeared in 
the cast of “Maya” at the Gate 
Theatre in Hollywood. 


always an 


Still GT-40; Mat 109—1i5c 
George Tobias 


Tip for Kissing 


Still YB-508; Mat 206—30c 


In this case the tip would definitely be a gratuity as Jack Carson loves Jane 
Wyman in his maddest, merriest way in Warner Bros.’ new comedy, "Make 
Your Own Bed," now at the Strand Theatre. 


Do You Like to Eat? Then 
You Too May Become Actor! 


Rufus Alan MacKahan gets 
more fun out of living than any- 
one else in the world except 
Alan Hale. 

That’s because they’re both 
the same person. 

Rufus dropped that fancy 
handle early in life—thirty-four 
years ago to be exact—for plain 
Alan Hale. That’s when he 
ditched newspaper work for act- 
ing. 

The veteran actor playing at 
present in Warner Bros.’ “Make 
Your Own Bed,” starring Jack 
Carson, Jane Wyman and Irene 
Manning at the Strand, did his 


first stage work in 1909 at the 


Chestnut Theatre in Philadel- 
phia. He was seventeen at the 
time and, like most youngsters 
in their first role, he portrayed 
an old man. It wasn’t much, but 
it was better than writing obit- 
varies—which is what he was 
doing for the Philadelphia Eve- 
ning Bulletin. It was better, too, 
than following in his father’s 
footsteps by going into the pat- 
ent medicine business in Wash- 
ington, D. C., his birthplace. 

Hale’s entry into motion pic- 
tures followed simple, gustatory 
lines. Alan has always loved to 
eat. Because he was almost con- 
stantly patronizing a certain 
bake shop he came, in time, to 
notice what was next door, It 
was the old Lubin film studio. 
Alan sold them a story for five 
bucks. Then he talked them into 
letting him play the leading 
role. 

It had to do with falling over 
a cane in several different ways. 
People laughed. Alan clicked. He 
hasn’t worried overly much 
about work since that day. 

His first picture in Hollywood 
was in 1915 for a young pro- 
ducer named Jesse L. Lasky, It 
was “Puddin’-head Wilson,” the 
Mark Twain story. A generation 
later, Lasky and Hale worked 
together again in Warner Bros.’ 
“The Adventures of Mark 
Twain,” the Fredric March- 
Alexis Smith starring picture. 
It’s one of nearly fifty pictures 
that Alan has done since he 
signed a long term contract 
with Warners. 

Alan has also managed to 
hang up a sizable list of inven- 
tions which he’s either worked 
out himself or financed. 


They include a patent folding 
theatre seat, a formula for mass 
production of greaseless potato 
chips, improved automobile 
brakes, a hand fire extinguisher, 
stirrup pumps and numerous 
other useful appliances and 
gadgets. 


But topping all of his activi- 
ties, before cameras or not, is 
Alan Hale’s lusty zest for life. 
The man has fun just living. 


Sound Effect 
Baffles Studio 


They were doing a torture 
scene for "Make Your Own 
Bed,’ the new Warner Bros.’ 
comedy starring Jack Carson, 
Jane Wyman and Irene Man- 
ning now playing at the Strand 
Theatre. 

Gagged and secured to a 
chair by ropes, Alan Hale was 
the victim of the torture in- 
flicted by Kurt Katch, who 
portrays a Nazi agent. 

Everything was apparently 
moving along in good fashion 
when Charles Lang, the sound 
man, interrupted by saying he 
was picking up a_ knocking 
sound not called for in the 
script. 

"Pay no attention to it," 
moaned Hale. "It's my knees!” 


Still AH-103; Mat 110—15c 


Alan Hale 
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A NEWS FEATURE FOR EVERY STAR! Straight Lace Ideas 


Here are three special newspaper features—-one for each of the stars in 
the picture. Particular attention is called to the Jack Carson 5-col. photo-layout (see 
bottom of page) which is equally adaptable for dailies or for Sunday special Movie 
or Feature Sections. 


Ca 2, es has (Right) This 1-col. Irene 

& , Manning feature, 
geared io women’s 
pages, is suitable for 
any season and is the 
type of material much 
in demand these days 
with every one _ inter- 
ested in new ways to 
conserve old clothing. 
Order YB Mat 101-B— 
15¢ from Warner 
Bros.’ Campaign Plan 


Editor, 321 W. 44 St., 
New York 18. 


(Left) A 3-col. Jane 
Wyman fashion feature 


a 


alsa © for womens RENE MANNING, co eearnae 
pages, offering two with Jack Carson and J ane Wyman 


oak . is in Warner Bros.’ new comedy, 
distinctly attractive sug “Make Your Own Bed,” puts two 


gestions for the fair sex. old lace shawls to work in new 


Left: JANE WYMAN, lovely young Warner Bros.’ star now playing with Jack Carson 


and Irene Manning in “Make Your Own Bed,” selects a two-piece fall suit using the new shade of , 


oatmeal as contrast for deep leaf green. The gored skirt is green, the top is striped in green and and wearable variations. Top: As 
oatmeal with monotone green sleeves and collar. Right: Miss Wyman again chooses oatmeal, this Ke der ie Mat asses a cane neat -tover ine fox svoums 
time a monotone flannel dressmaker suit. The skirt has a stitched box pleat at the front, while the iA tads baheake eb seal eae ig Soren eek apn ie ee 
: Bros.’ Campaign Plan a generous “bertha” type collar it 
. softly fitted jacket has a five-button closing. The fedora, of oatmeal felt, is trimmed in grosgrain. Editor, 321 W. 44th St can be es le last Phe nate 
ioe 2 2 d , RE ri convert it into a 

A jacket, of brilliant red lined in oatmeal-dyed lamb, completes the outfit. New York 18. a Jength afternoon wawsel” 


Se 
HAPPY SMIL 

that makes just a pretty face. 
‘beautiful — or How to Attract 
the Dental Profession. In Jack’s 
‘own words: “Smile with the 
heart as well as the face.” Judg- 
ing from his sample, he said a 
mouthful. 


(Above) IN POSING FOR 
FASHION STILLS, Jack 
Carson recommends that spe- 
cial care be exercised in the 
choice of model to be exhib- 
ited. Otherwise you’re apt to 
end up as he does in the above 
illustration which, in a man- 
ner of speaking, is End Up!. 


—then dramatize it. Are you sweet and 
winsome? Jack Carson here catches the 
essence of everything simple and the cam- 
era freezes it for all to see and wonder at. 


(Above) 
JACK CARSON, who 
was recently elevated to 
stardom in Warner Bros.’ 
“Make Your Own Bed,” 
takes his new responsibil- 
ities seriously. Not the 
least of these responsibil- 
ities is posing for the still 
camera. A new star must 
spend many hours weekly 
at this arduous work. Here 
Jack illustrates some of 
the tried and true rules, 


(Right) 

OR ARE YOU GLAMOROUS? 
Here the actor combines, with 
remarkable skill, two requisites 
for any good photograph. First, 
a subtle suggestion of a shapely 
limb, better known as cheesecake. 
Next, the use of the low shot (also 
known as “up shot”) for that “chin- 
up” look. The upshot in this case, 
as you can see, is most ingenious. 
The cheesecake serves to hold up 
the chin. 


Order YB Mat 501-B—75c—from Warner Bros.’ Campaign Plan Editor, 321 W. 44 St., New York 18. 
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(Left) Last and most impor: 
tant, RELAX! Here Jack, 
after five consecutive hours of 
posing, has just remembered 
twenty other ways to earn an 
honest living. The camera, as 
usual, was too quick for him. 
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Latest Vitaphone Hits 


“DUCK SOUP TO NUTS”—features that hilarious twosome Porky Pig and Daffy Duck. 
Our friend Porky goes out duck hunting—and who does he come across but fast-talking 
Daffy. Daffy, in an all-out attempt to get Porky to spare his life, goes through some of the 
craziest antics ever! Laffs galore, and all in Technicolor. 9708—Merrie Melodies (in Tech- 
nicolor)—7 mins. 


“THUGS WITH DIRTY MUGS”— is one of the wackiest of the Schlesinger cartoons! A 
tough bulldog, closely resembling Edward G. Robinson, leads a desperate gang of 
canines through a series of thrilling hold-ups—to the amazement of the police and the 
delight of the audience. A rip-roarer! 9310—Blue Ribbon re-issue (in Technicolor)— 
7 mins. 


“SONGS OF THE RANGE”’— offers the best in Western tunes, sung as only the experts 
can! It’s Cliff Edwards, Dick Foran, and Henry Busse’s Orchesira in a melodic tribute to 
the songs we all know and love. A perfect added attraction! 9606—Melody Masters— 
10 mins. 


“MEXICAN SPORTLAND”— travels to Mexico City and environs to reveal many unknown 
sides of life “south of the border.” A real Technicolor screen treat which combines the 
a scenic beauty of our good neighbor with athletic thrills of all sorts. It’s a “must.” 9509— 
Sports Parade (in Technicolor)—10 mins, 


“THE WINNER’S CIRCLE”— has been acclaimed by many as the outstanding behind- 
the-scenes story of horse racing. It’s thrill piled on top of thrill as the camera travels to a 
noted Kentucky stable to reveal just how championship steeds get that way. A bang-up 
race at famous Belmont Park winds up this Technicolor two-reeler. More exciting than 
a photo-finish! 9005—Technicolor Special—20 mins, 
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PHOTOS OF ALL RETOUCHED AD ILLUSTRATIONS AVAILABLE 


Order all stills direct from the Warner Bros. Campaign Plan 
Editor, 321 West 44th St., New York 18, N. Y. Prices 10¢ each. 
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